
TIME TO CHANGE

FUSIDIC ACID.
A SECRET WEAPON
IN THE FIGHT
AGAINST ANTIBIOTIC RESISTANCE.



TIME TO CHANGE

In the light of increasing development of antibiotic

resistance in human and veterinary practice

there is growing pressure on the veterinary sector

to use antimicrobials sparingly and responsibly.

The aim is to reduce overall the amount of

antibiotics used, restrict the use of critically important

molecules as defined by the World Health

organisation (WHO) and slow down the development

of antimicrobial resistance to safeguard effective

molecules for veterinary and human use.



u  Active in the presence of pus1  

Due to its lipophilic nature fusidic acid shows high penetration 

of skin and remains stable and active in the presence of pus

u  Narrow spectrum 

A narrow-spectrum antibiotic which is effective against 

Gram-positive bacteria such as Staphylococcus spp. and 

Streptococcus spp.

u  High efficacy against Staphylococcus pseudintermedius2, 

the most common pathogen in canine skin disease

u  Effective against MRSP3 

As there is no cross-resistance with other 

antibiotics fusidic acid is also effective against 

methicilin resistant Staphylococci (MRSP)

u  Bacterial growth inhibitor 
Fusidic acid is a bacterial protein synthesis inhibitor, which 

interrupts bacterial growth and replication

u  First-line treatment 

Classified as a highly important, rather than critically 

important, antimicrobial in human medicine which 

allows its use as first line treatment in veterinary medicine 

u  Topical treatment 

Fusidic acid is only licensed for topical use in veterinary 

medicine, allowing drug concentrations achieved at the 

site of infection to be a lot higher than with systemic 

administration and concentrations commonly exceed 

Minimum Inhibitory Concentrations (MIC) 

reducing the likelihood of resistance development3.

Fusidic acid is a unique antimicrobial molecule. It belongs to a 

class of its own (the fusidanes) and no cross resistance between 

fusidic acid and other antibiotics in clinical use has been 

identified. Available in a range of topical antibiotic treatments 

from Dechra, it can help support the vet in successfully 

combating bacterial infections that are sensitive to fusidic acid.

Fusidic
acid



A new study by Clark et al (2015) has investigated the 

in vitro efficacy of fusidic acid against Staphylococcus 

pseudintermedius comparing methicillin sensitive (MSSP) 

and resistance isolates (MRSP) isolated from canine 

skin3. The results (Figure 1 and 2) show that fusidic acid is 

highly efficacious against both MSSP and MRSP which 

is in line with results published by Maluping et al (2014) 

in which fusidic acid was the only antibiotic that was 

effective against 20 multi-resistant MRSP4.

NEW DATA

NEW RESULTS
show that fusidic acid
is highly efficacious

against both
MSSP and MRSP3

The MIC is the lowest concentration of an antimicrobial that is needed to inhibit the growth

of an organism and is calculated when a sample is sent for antibiotic sensitivity testing.

Figure 1
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Figure 2

MRSP (n=49)
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Dechra offers  a range of topical products containing
fusidic acid that are licensed for various dermatological indications:

FOR EARS – CANAURAL®

Ear infections are amongst the most common reasons for visiting a veterinarian. 

13% of dogs examined in veterinary practice have otitis externa5. 

Canaural is highly active against organisms most frequently responsible

for causing otitis externa - Staphylococcus spp., Streptococcus 

spp., Malassezia pachydermatis, Pseudomonas spp.

u Co ntains fusidic acid, framycetin, nystatin and prednisolone

• Fusidic acid – Highly active against Staphylococcus pseudintermedius 

•  Framycetin – Active against Gram-negative species plus some Gram-positive activity

•  Framycetin and fusidic acid are synergistic against Staphylococcus pseudintermedius6

• Nystatin – Active against Malassezia 

•  Prednisolone- A steroid of appropriate potency7 to fight 

inflammation (pain, hyperplasia of the ear canal) 

u  Ear drop suspension that can be applied directly at the site of infection so therapeutic 
concentrations are more easily achieved and potential for resistance development is reduced

u Remains stable and active in the presence of pus1

u Works within 7 to 14 days of treatment8



FOR SKIN – ISADERM®

Isaderm is effective in topical treatment for  surface pyodermas in the dog such as 

acute moist dermatitis (‘hot spots’) and intertrigo (skin fold dermatitis).

u Contains fusidic acid which is highly effective against Staphylococcus pseudintermedius

u  The formulation is based on a carbomer gel which can be applied directly 

and stays on the wound (maintains contact on wet lesions)

u Contains the steroid betamethasone so is anti-inflammatory and anti-pruritic

u  Applied directly to the site of infection so therapeutic concentrations can be 

achieved exceeding even high MICs, reducing the potential for antimicrobial 

resistance development

Applying Isaderm directly to wound

Before Isaderm

treatment

After Isaderm

treatment

Before Isaderm

treatment

After Isaderm

treatment

ISADERM

FUCIDERM



FOR EYES – ISATHAL®

Isathal is a topical treatment  for bacterial eye infections. Its efficacy is targeted 

at the key organisms responsible for causing eye infections - Staphylococcus 

aureus, Staphylococcus pseudintermedius, and Streptococcus

u Easy to apply as only one drop is needed per application

u  Carbomer formulation becomes clear on contact combining high 

viscosity without the disadvantages of blurred vision and discomfort 

u  Effective concentration quickly reached after the first 

application and maintained for more than 12 hours

u Sustained release formulation with a carbomer base which prolongs ocular contact

u Steroid-free ointment can be used in presence of a corneal ulcer 

Before application After application Isathal

becomes clear on contact
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CANAURAL: Each g of Canaural contains Fusidic acid (diethanolamine fusidate) 5 mg, framycetin 5 mg, nystatin 100,000 units, prednisolone 2.5 mg

ISADERM: Isaderm Gel contains 5 mg Fusidic acid and 10 mg betamethasone valerate

ISATHAL: Isathal contains 1% Fusidic acid 
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